
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 

Petition Number: PE1282

Main Petitioner: Ronald Hunter 

Subject: Overseas aid and donations 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to immediately 
cease overseas aid and donations and apply these funds to the more 
pressing demands of Scotland. 

Background 
Whilst international development is included as a reserved matter under 
Schedule 5, part 1, paragraph 7(1) (Foreign Affairs etc.) of the Scotland Act 
1998, paragraph 7(2)b of that schedule empowers Scottish Ministers to assist 
“Ministers of the Crown in relation to any matter to which … sub paragraph [1] 
applies”.  In their International Development Plan (March 2005), the then 
Scottish Executive referred to this provision as enabling the Scottish 
Executive to, “play a role within the international community, where the work is 
complimentary [sic] to the work of DfID (the Department for International 
Development) and other UK agencies”.  

Scottish Executive Action 
The current Scottish Government published an updated International 
Development Plan on 7 May 2008.   
 
The Scottish Executive pledged to spend £3 million on international 
development during financial year 2005-06.  This figure was then increased to 
£4.5 million for the following two years (2006-07 and 2007-08).  In August 
2007, the External Affairs Minister, Linda Fabiani MSP, announced the budget 
would be doubled to £9 million within the lifetime of the current Parliament. 
 
According to the Scottish Government website, Scotland’s work on 
international development is underpinned by a number of key principles.  
These include contributing to the achievement of the United Nation’s 
Millennium Development Goals and the elimination of world poverty; 
complementing UK government international development policy; engaging 
Scottish people in international development issues, and promoting an 
outward looking focus; building on existing links between Scotland and 
developing countries and focussing on Scotland’s key strengths and values, 
facilitating transfer of Scottish knowledge, skills and expertise to where they 
are needed most in the world, and promoting the exchange of knowledge.   
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1282.htm


 

Within these key principles the Scottish Government’s policy for international 
development comprises 3 different elements.  These are: 
 

• Support for developing countries, especially through the development 
of NGOs 

• Assistance during times of international crises 
• Active consideration of the positive impact of our policies on the 

developing world and raising the awareness of international 
development issues among children and the general public in Scotland 

 
In terms of thematic priorities for the Scottish Government’s international 
development policy, these are: 
 

• Education 
• Health 
• Civil society development 
• Governance 

 
The Scottish Government’s international development work has prioritised 
funding for Sub-Saharan Africa and has predominantly been focussed on 
Malawi. 
 
The money from the Scottish Government’s budget is currently distributed 
through three different streams.  These are: 
 

• The main funding scheme 
• Core funding for umbrella NGOs 
• Small grants scheme 

 
Any Scottish civil society organisation, religious organisation, or not for profit 
organisations (including local authorities and health boards, universities and 
colleges) are eligible to apply for funding to run a project. In addition, 
applications can be made from private sector organisations if it can be shown 
their work would help achieve a geographic or thematic priority.   
 
The UK Context 

DfID works directly in over 150 countries worldwide.   In the calendar year 
2007, the UK reported £4,921m as official development assistance (ODA), 
making the UK the third largest OECD-DAC (Development Assistance 
Committee) donor on this internationally agreed classification of aid. 

The United Nations target for developed countries is to spend 0.7% of Gross 
National Income on international aid. The UK’s ODA/ GNI ratio for 2007 was 
0.36%1. 

                                            
1 http://www.dfid.gov.uk/About-DFID/Finance-and-performance/DFID-Expenditure-
Statistics/Statistics-on-International-Development-2008/Key-statistics/
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Scottish Parliament Action 
The Scottish Parliament’s European and External Relations Committee 
undertook an inquiry into International Development and published its final 
report on 20 June 2008.  One of the Committee’s key findings was: 

“The Committee welcomes the IDP and, in particular, the increase of the 
international development fund (IDF) to £6 million in 2008/9 and 2009/10 
and to £9 million in 2010/11. However, the Committee also expresses 
some concern that the policy would appear to focus primarily on funding 
mechanisms and that, in many respects; it does not appear to address 
the key issues which emerged during the inquiry.” 

The Scottish Parliament’s Budget Process 
Parliamentary consideration of the Scottish Budget will begin in the Scottish 
Parliament when the Scottish Government publishes its Draft Budget this 
month (September).  Following subject Committee scrutiny of the draft 
Budget, the Scottish Government is required to introduce the Budget Bill by 20 
January each year.  The Budget Bill is then subject to the normal three stages 
of Parliamentary scrutiny. 
 
Iain Mciver 
Senior Research Specialist 
07 September 2009 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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